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The new Fort Liberty sign is displayed outside the base on Friday, June 2, 2023 in Fort Liberty, N.C. 
Associated Press 
Page 3 


U.S. special operations leaders are having to do more with less and 
learning from the war in Ukraine 


By LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 
FORT LIBERTY, N.C. (AP) — 
Forced to do more with 
less and learning from the 
war in Ukraine, U.S. special 
operations 
commanders 
are juggling how to add 
more high-tech experts to 
their teams while still cut- 
ting their overall forces by 
about 5,000 troops over 
the next five years. 
The conflicting pressures 
are forcing a broader re- 
structuring of the com- 
mando teams, which are 
often deployed for high-risk 
counterterrorism 
missions 
and other sensitive opera- 
tions around the world. 
The changes under con- 
sideration are being influ- 
enced by Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine, including les- 
sons. 
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Blinken delivers some of the strongest US public criticism of Israel’s 
conduct of the war in Gaza 


By JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
REHOBOTH 
BEACH, 
Del. 
(AP) — Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken on Sun- 
day delivered some of the 
Biden administration's stron- 
gest public criticism yet of 
Israel's conduct of the war 
in Gaza, saying Israeli tac- 
tics have meant "a horrible 
loss of life of innocent civil- 
ians" but failed to neutralize 
Hamas leaders and fighters 
and could drive a lasting 
insurgency. 
In a pair of TV interviews, 
Blinken underscored that 
the United States believes 
Israeli forces should "get out 
of Gaza," but also is waiting 
to see credible plans from 
Israel for security and gov- 
ernance in the territory af- 


ter the war. 
Hamas has reemerged in 
parts of Gaza, Blinken said, 
and that "heavy action" by 
Israeli forces in the southern 
city of Rafah risks leaving 
America's closest Mideast 
ally "holding the bag on an 
enduring insurgency." 
He said the United States 
has 
worked 
with 
Arab 
countries and others for 
weeks 
on 
developing 
"credible plans for secu- 
rity, for governance, for re- 
building'' in Gaza, but "we 
haven't seen that come 
from Israel. ... We need to 
see that, too." 
Blinken also said that as 
Israel pushes deeper in 
Rafah in the south, where 
Israel says Hamas has four 
battalions and where more 


than 1 million civilians have 
massed, a military opera- 
tion may "have some initial 
success" but risks "terrible 
harm" to the population 
without solving a problem 
"that both of us want to 
solve, which is making sure 
Hamas cannot again gov- 
ern Gaza." 
Israel's conduct of the war, 
he said, has put the coun- 
try "on the trajectory, po- 
tentially, to inherit an insur- 
gency with many armed 
Hamas left or, if it leaves, 
a vacuum filled by cha- 
os, filled by anarchy, and 
probably refilled by Hamas. 
We've been talking to them 
about a much better way 
of getting an enduring re- 
sult, enduring security." 
Blinken also echoed for 


the first time publicly by a 
U.S. official the findings of 
a new Biden administra- 
tion report to Congress on 
Friday that said Israel's use 
of U.S.-provided weapons 
in Gaza likely violated inter- 
national humanitarian law. 
The report also said war- 
time conditions prevented 
American officials from de- 
termining that for certain in 
specific airstrikes. 
"When it comes to the use 
of 
weapons, 
concerns 
about incidents where giv- 
en the totality of the dam- 
age that's been done to 
children, women, men, it 
was reasonable to assess 
that, in certain instances, 
Israel acted in ways that 
are not consistent with in- 
ternational 
humanitarian 
law," Blinken said. He cited 
"the horrible loss of life of in- 
nocent civilians." 
Biden's 
national 
security 
adviser, Jake Sullivan, in a 
call Sunday with his Israeli 
counterpart, Tzachi Haneg- 
bi, raised concerns about 
a military ground operation 
in Rafah and discussed "al- 
ternative courses of action" 
that would ensure Hamas 
is defeated "everywhere 
in Gaza," according to a 
White House summary of 
the conversation. Hanegbi 
"confirmed that Israel is tak- 
ing U.S. concerns into ac- 


count," the White House 
said. The war began on 
Oct. 7 after an attack 
against Israel by Hamas 
that killed 1,200 people, 
mostly civilians. About 250 
people were taken hos- 
tage. Israel's offensive has 
killed more than 35,000 
Palestinians, mostly women 
and children, according to 
the health ministry in Gaza. 
U.S. and U.N. officials say 
Israeli restrictions on food 
shipments since Oct. 7 
have 
brought 
on 
full- 
fledged famine in northern 
Gaza. 
Tensions between Biden 
and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu 
about how the war, as well 
as domestic tensions about 
U.S. support for Israel with 
protests on U.S. college 
campuses and many Re- 
publican lawmakers saying 
that Biden needs to give Is- 
rael whatever it needs. The 
issue could play a major 
role in the outcome of No- 
vember's presidential elec- 
tion. 
Biden said in an interview 
last week with CNN that his 
administration would not 
provide weapons that Is- 
rael could use for an all-out 
assault in Rafah. 
Blinken appeared on CBS' 
"Face 
the 
Nation" 
and 
NBC's "Meet the Press."q 


Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks during at a 
Memorandum of Understanding Signing Ceremony with Spanish 
Foreign Minister José Manuel Albares on Friday, May 10, 2024, 
in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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Continued from Front 


U.S. Army Special Operations 
Command, which bears the 
brunt of the personnel cuts, 
is eyeing plans to increase 
the size of its Green Beret 
teams — usually about 12 
members — to bring in peo- 
ple with more specialized and 
technical abilities. One pos- 
sibility would be the addition 
of computer software experts 
who could reprogram drones 
or other technical equipment 
on the fly. 
But similar changes could 
ripple across all the military 
services. 
“A 12-person detachment 
might be upgunned,” said 
Gen. Bryan Fenton, com- 
mander of U.S. Special Op- 
erations Command. He said 
an Air Force pilot, Navy ship 
driver, cryptologist or cyber 
expert may be needed as 
battlefields become more 
challenging and high tech. 
He said in an interview that 
the U.S. is “taking a lot of les- 
sons learned out of the expe- 
rience in Ukraine,” including 
by special operations forces 
working in the country. The 


U.S. has no troops on the 
ground there. 
The bulk of the cuts stem 
from the Army’s decision to 
reduce the size of its force by 
about 24,000 and restructure 
its troops as the U.S. shifts from 
counterterrorism and coun- 
terinsurgency to focus more 
on large-scale combat op- 
erations. The Army also has 
struggled to meet recruitment 
goals and had to reduce the 
overall size of its force. 


Army Special Operations 
Command, which Fenton 
said is absorbing about 4,000 
cuts ordered over the past 
year and a half, is looking at 
bringing in people with high- 
tech skills. 
“I think one of the questions 
is how much can you teach 
a Green Beret versus some 
of these specialties are ex- 
tremely technical,” said Maj. 
Gen. Patrick Roberson, dep- 
uty commander of the com- 


mand at Fort Liberty in North 
Carolina. “You can teach a 
person about how to use a 
drone. But then to say, I want 
to have a software engineer 
program that drone, that’s 
something different.” 
The cuts to Army special oper- 
ations forces have triggered 
some congressional opposi- 
tion, including during recent 
Capitol Hill hearings where 
lawmakers noted the impact 
at Fort Liberty. Fenton also 
spoke bluntly at the hearings 
about the growing demand 
for special operations forces. 
He said U.S. regional com- 
manders around the world 
consistently want more and 
that cutting the forces means 
“we’ll be able to meet less 
of what they demand. And 
I think we owe the secretary 
of defense our assessment as 
we go forward.” 
For years, during the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars, the number 
of special operations forces 
and support staff grew, par- 
ticularly since they were often 
spread out in small, remote 
bases where they needed 
additional security and other 
logistical help. Now, Penta- 


gon leaders say the numbers 
can shrink a bit. 
Fenton said a cut of about 
2,000 personnel in special 
operations was ordered by 
the department about a year 
and a half ago, including 
about 750 in the Army. That 
was followed this year by a 
cut of 3,000 in Army special 
operations. The cuts are to be 
spread out across five years. 
“So the real Army reduction 
in totality is almost 4,000, and 
the remaining 1,000 will come 
from the joint force, SEALs, 
Marine raiders, other Army 
units,” said Fenton. 
For Roberson, the question is 
where to cut his Army troops. 
“Cuts have a way of crystalliz- 
ing your focus and your view 
of, okay, what’s important to 
me? What’s the future? What 
do I really need to have,” he 
said in an interview in his Fort 
Liberty office.He and other 
Army leaders said a signifi- 
cant percentage of the spe- 
cial forces cuts are in slots that 
are already open so would 
not affect existing personnel. 
Roberson estimated that at 
least 30% of the cuts are in 
those open jobs.q 


A soldier from the U.S. Army John F. Kennedy Special Warfare 
Center and School checks a compass while completing a 
land navigation course during Special Forces Assessment and 
Selection near Hoffman, N.C., May 7, 2019. 
Associated Press 


Republican Vermont Gov. Phil Scott is 
running for reelection to 5th term 


MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) — Re- 
publican Gov. Phil Scott is 
running for reelection to a 
fifth two-year term in the 
largely blue state of Ver- 
mont. 
Scott announced his reelec- 
tion bid on Saturday, saying 
there's more work to do. 
"During my four terms as 
Governor, my team and I 
have worked to grow the 
economy, make Vermont 
more affordable, and pro- 
tect the most vulnerable," 
he said in a statement. "I've 
done my best to rise above 
partisanship to solve prob- 


lems, and help people." 
While progress has been 
made, he said he cannot 
step away when the Dem- 
ocrat-controlled Legislature 
is "so far out of balance." 
Scott and the legislature 
have clashed over spending 
and taxes and he's vetoed 
a number of its bills in recent 
years and is expected to 
veto more. The Legislature 
has pushed back and over- 
turned some of the vetoes. 
A Republican who combines 
fiscal conservatism with so- 
cial liberalism, Scott was 
a frequent critic of former 


President Donald Trump and 
voted for Joe Biden in the 
2020 election. He won praise 
for leading Vermont through 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In his reelection campaign 
message, he urged support- 
ers to elect more legislators 
who will work with him. 
"Now, more than ever, we 
need everyday Vermonters 
to make their voices heard 
and get involved," he said. 
When Scott first became a 
state senator more than 23 
years ago, Sen. Dick Mazza, 
a Democrat, took him under 
his wing and became his 


mentor, he said in his cam- 
paign message. Mazza, who 
resigned from the Senate for 
health reasons last month, 


asked to be by his side as 
he announced his reelection 
bid on Saturday, which Scott 
called "such an honor."q 


Vermont Gov. Phil Scott delivers his State of the State address 
remotely from the Pavilion office building, Jan. 5, 2022, in 
Montpelier, Vt. 
Associated Press 
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Controlled demolition at Baltimore bridge collapse site postponed 
due to weather 


By LEA SKENE 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — The con- 
trolled demolition of the larg- 
est remaining steel span of 
the collapsed Francis Scott 
Key Bridge in Baltimore has 
been postponed because of 
weather conditions, officials 
said Sunday afternoon. 
Crews have been preparing 
for weeks to use explosives to 
break down the span, which 
is an estimated 500 feet (152 
meters) long and weighs up 
to 600 tons (544 metric tons). 
It landed on the ship's bow 
after the Dali lost power 
and crashed into one of 
the bridge's support columns 
shortly after leaving Balti- 
more. Since then, the ship 
has been stuck amidst the 
wreckage and Baltimore's 
busy port has been closed 
to most maritime traffic. 
Officials said the demolition 
had been tentatively moved 
to Monday evening. They 
said lightning in the area and 
rising tides Sunday prompted 
them to reschedule. 
Six members of a roadwork 
crew plunged to their deaths 
in the March 26 collapse. 
The last of their bodies was 
recovered from the under- 
water wreckage last week. 
All the victims were Latino 
immigrants who came to 
the U.S. for job opportunities. 
They were filling potholes on 
an overnight shift when the 
bridge was destroyed. 


The controlled demolition will 
allow the Dali to be refloated 
and guided back into the 
Port of Baltimore. Once the 
ship is removed, maritime 
traffic can begin returning 
to normal, which will provide 
relief for thousands of long- 
shoremen, truckers and small 
business owners who have 
seen their jobs impacted by 
the closure. 
The Dali's 21-member crew 
will stay onboard the ship 
while the explosives are 
detonated. 
William Marks, a spokesper- 
son for the crew, said they 


would shelter "in a desig- 
nated safe place" during the 
demolition. "All precautions 
are being taken to ensure 
everyone's safety," he said 
in an email. 
Officials said the demolition is 
the safest and most efficient 
way to remove steel under 
a high level of pressure and 
tension. 
"It's unsafe for the workers to 
be on or in the immediate 
vicinity of the bridge truss for 
those final cuts," officials said 
in a news release Sunday. 
In a videographic released 
last week, authorities said 


engineers are using preci- 
sion cuts to control how the 
trusses break down. They said 
the method allows for "surgi- 
cal precision" and the steel 
structure will be "thrust away 
from the Dali" when the ex- 
plosives send it tumbling into 
the water. 
Once it's demolished, hy- 
draulic grabbers will lift the 
resulting sections of steel 
onto barges. 
"It's important to note that 
this controlled demolition is 
not like what you would see 
in a movie," the video says, 
noting that from a distance 


it will sound like fireworks or 
loud thunder and give off 
puffs of smoke. 
So far, about 6,000 tons 
(5,443 metric tons) of steel 
and concrete have been 
removed from the collapse 
site. Officials estimate the 
total amount of wreckage 
at 50,000 tons (45,359 metric 
tons), about the equivalent 
of 3,800 loaded dump trucks. 
Officials previously said they 
hoped to remove the Dali 
by May 10 and reopen the 
port's 50-foot (15.2-meter) 
main channel by the end 
of May. 
The Dali is currently sched- 
uled to be refloated during 
high tide on Tuesday, offi- 
cials said Sunday. They said 
three or four tugboats will be 
used to guide the ship to a 
nearby terminal in the Port of 
Baltimore. It will likely remain 
there for a few weeks and 
undergo temporary repairs 
before being moved to a 
shipyard for more substan- 
tial repairs. 
The Dali crew members 
haven't been allowed to 
leave the vessel since the 
disaster. Officials said they 
have been busy maintain- 
ing the ship and assisting 
investigators. Of the crew 
members, 20 are from India 
and one is Sri Lankan. 
The National Transportation 
Safety Board and the FBI are 
conducting investigations 
into the bridge collapse.q 


In this photo provided by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, salvors with the Unified Command 
prepare charges for upcoming precision cuts to remove Section 4 from the port side of the bow of 
the Dali container ship, May 7, 2024, during the Key Bridge Response, in Baltimore. 
Associated Press 


Federal prosecutors request 40-year sentence for 
man who attacked Pelosi’s husband with hammer 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Federal 
prosecutors 
are 
asking a judge to impose 
a 40-year prison sentence 
for the man who broke into 


former U.S. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi's San Francis- 
co home seeking to hold 
her hostage and attacked 
her husband with a ham- 


mer. 
The San Francisco Chron- 
icle reported late Friday 
that prosecutors made the 
request ahead of a sen- 
tencing hearing for David 
DePape, saying he has not 
shown remorse for the Oc- 
tober 2022 attack. 
"There is nothing about the 
history and characteristics 
of the defendant that war- 
rant leniency," federal pros- 
ecutors wrote in court doc- 
uments. 
"The 
defendant 
has admitted — indeed 
bragged — that he knew 
what he was doing." 
DePape was convicted last 
year of attempted kidnap- 


ping of a federal official 
and assault on the imme- 
diate family member of a 
federal official. He is sched- 
uled to be sentenced Fri- 
day. 
The attack on then-82-year- 
old Paul Pelosi, which was 
captured on police body 
camera video just days be- 
fore the midterm elections, 
sent shockwaves through 
the political world. 
DePape admitted during 
trial testimony that he broke 
into the Pelosis' home in- 
tending to hold the speak- 
er hostage and "break her 
kneecaps" if she lied to 
him. He also admitted to 


bludgeoning 
Paul 
Pelosi 
with a hammer after police 
showed up at the home, 
saying his plan to end what 
he viewed as government 
corruption was unraveling. 
Defense attorneys said De- 
Pape was motivated by his 
political beliefs and caught 
up in conspiracy theories. 
Nancy Pelosi was not at the 
home at the time of the at- 
tack. Paul Pelosi suffered 
two wounds on his head, in- 
cluding a skull fracture that 
was mended with plates 
and screws he will have for 
the rest of his life. His right 
arm and hand were also 
injured.q 


David DePape is seen, Dec. 13, 2013, in Berkeley, Calif. 
Associated Press 
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Putin in Cabinet shakeup moves to replace defense minister as he 
starts his 5th term in office 


By The Associated Press 
Russia's President Vladimir 
Putin began a Cabinet 
shakeup on Sunday, pro- 
posing the replacement of 
Sergei Shoigu as defense 
minister as he begins his fifth 
term in office. 
In line with Russian law, the 
entire Russian Cabinet re- 
signed on Tuesday follow- 
ing Putin's glittering inaugu- 
ration in the Kremlin, and 
most members have been 
widely expected to keep 
their jobs, while Shoigu's 
fate appeared uncertain. 
Putin signed a decree on 
Sunday appointing Shoigu 
as secretary of Russia's na- 
tional security council, the 
Kremlin said. The appoint- 
ment 
was 
announced 
shortly after Putin proposed 
Andrei Belousov to become 
the country's defense min- 
ister in place of Shoigu. 
Belousov's candidacy will 
need to be approved by 
Russia's upper house in 
parliament, the Federation 
Council. It reported Sun- 
day that Putin introduced 
proposals for other Cabinet 
positions as well but Shoigu 
so far is the only minister 
who is being replaced. 
Shoigu's 
deputy 
Timur 
Ivanov was arrested last 
month on bribery charges 
and was ordered to remain 
in custody pending an of- 
ficial investigation. The ar- 
rest of Ivanov was widely 
interpreted as an attack on 
Shoigu and a possible pre- 
cursor of his dismissal, de- 
spite his close personal ties 
with Putin. 
Kremlin spokesman Dmi- 
try Peskov said Sunday that 
Putin had decided to give 
the defense minister role to 
a civilian because the min- 
istry should be "open to in- 
novation and cutting-edge 
ideas" and Belousov, who 
until recently served as the 
first deputy prime minister, is 
the right fit for the job. 
Tatiana Stanovaya, a senior 
fellow at the Carnegie Rus- 
sia Eurasia Center, said in 
an online commentary that 
Shoigu's new appointment 
to Russia's Security Council 
showed that the Russian 
leader viewed the institu- 
tion as a political holding 
space. 


Figures such as former Rus- 
sian President Dmitry Med- 
vedev have also been 
appointed to the security 
council: 
Medvedev 
has 
served as the body's depu- 
ty chairman since 2020. 
"The Security Council is be- 
coming a reservoir for Pu- 
tin's "former" key figures — 
people who he can't let go, 
but doesn't have a place 
for," Stanovaya wrote on 
social media. 
The 
announcement 
of 
Shoigu's new role came as 
12 people were reported 
dead and 20 more wound- 
ed in Russia's border city of 
Belgorod, where a section 
of a residential building col- 
lapsed after what Russian 
officials said was Ukrainian 
shelling. 
In Ukraine, thousands more 
civilians have fled Russia's 
renewed ground offensive 
in Ukraine's northeast that 
has targeted towns and 
villages with a barrage of 
artillery and mortar shelling, 
officials said Sunday. 
The intense battles have 
forced at least one Ukrai- 
nian unit to withdraw in the 
Kharkiv region, capitulating 
more land to Russian forces 


across less defended settle- 
ments in the so-called con- 
tested gray zone along the 
Russian border. 
By Sunday afternoon, the 
town of Vovchansk, among 
the largest in the northeast 
with a prewar population of 
17,000, emerged as a focal 
point in the battle. 
Volodymyr Tymoshko, the 
head of the Kharkiv region- 
al police, said that Russian 
forces were on the outskirts 
of the town and approach- 
ing from three directions. 
"Infantry fighting is already 
taking place," he said. 
A Russian tank was spotted 
along a major road leading 
to the town, Tymoshko said, 
illustrating Moscow's con- 
fidence to deploy heavy 
weaponry. 
An Associated Press team, 
positioned in a nearby vil- 
lage, saw plumes of smoke 
rising from the town as Rus- 
sian forces hurled shells. 
Evacuation teams worked 
nonstop 
throughout 
the 
day to take residents, most 
of whom were older, out of 
harm's way. 
At least 4,000 civilians have 
fled the Kharkiv region since 
Friday, 
when 
Moscow's 


forces launched the opera- 
tion, Gov. Oleh Syniehubov 
said in a social media state- 
ment. Heavy fighting raged 
Sunday along the northeast 
front line, where Russian 
forces attacked 27 settle- 
ments in the past 24 hours, 
he said. 
Analysts say the Russian 
push is designed to exploit 
ammunition shortages be- 
fore promised Western sup- 
plies can reach the front 
line. 
Ukrainian soldiers said that 
the Kremlin is using the usual 
Russian tactic of launching 
a disproportionate amount 
of fire and infantry assaults 
to exhaust their troops and 
firepower. By intensifying 
battles in what was previ- 
ously a static patch of the 
front line, Russian forces 
threaten to pin down Ukrai- 
nian forces in the northeast, 
while carrying out intense 
battles farther south where 
Moscow is also gaining 
ground. 
It 
comes 
after 
Russia 
stepped 
up 
attacks 
in 
March 
targeting 
energy 
infrastructure and settle- 
ments, which analysts pre- 
dicted were a concerted 


effort to shape conditions 
for an offensive. 
Meanwhile, 
a 
10-story 
apartment building partially 
collapsed in Belgorod near 
the border, killing at least 
12 people and injuring 20 
others. Russian authorities 
said the building collapsed 
following Ukrainian shelling. 
Ukraine hasn't commented 
on the incident. 
The Russian Defense Minis- 
try said Sunday that its forc- 
es had captured four vil- 
lages on the border along 
Ukraine's Kharkiv region, in 
addition to five villages re- 
ported to have been seized 
on Saturday. These areas 
were likely poorly fortified 
because of the dynam- 
ic fighting and constant 
heavy shelling, easing a 
Russian advance. 
Ukraine's leadership hasn't 
confirmed Moscow's gains. 
But Tymoshko, the head of 
the Kharkiv regional police, 
said that Strilecha, Pylna 
and Borsivika were under 
Russian occupation, and 
it was from their direction 
they were bringing in infan- 
try to stage attacks in other 
embattled villages of Hly- 
boke and Lukiantsi.q 


Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu leave Red Square after the Victory Day military 
parade in Moscow, Russia, Thursday, May 9, 2024, marking the 79th anniversary of the end of World War II. 
Associated Press 
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Smoke from wildfires blankets the city as a couple has a picnic 
in Edmonton, Alberta, Saturday, May 11, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Wildfire in Canada's British 
Columbia forces thousands 
to evacuate. Winds push 
smoke into Alberta 


VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) — Canadian author- 
ities are urging all remaining residents in a town in Brit- 
ish Columbia to leave immediately, despite improving 
weather conditions, after many were already evacu- 
ated due to a fast-growing wildfire. 
The blaze, which started Friday, almost doubled in size 
the following day, reaching about 17 square kilometers 
(4,200 acres). BC Wildfire Service maps showed the fire 
burning just a few kilometers (miles) west of Fort Nelson's 
city limits. 
Fort Nelson is located in the far northeastern corner of 
British Columbia, about 1,600 kilometers (995 miles) from 
Vancouver. Fort Nelson and the Fort Nelson Indian Re- 
serve have a combined population of about 3,000. 
In 2023, Canada witnessed a record number of wildfires 
that also caused choking smoke in parts of the U.S. and 
forced tens of thousands of people to evacuate across 
British Columbia. 
Authorities in Alberta also issued an alert about a wild- 
fire nearly 25 kilometers (15.5 miles) southwest of the oil 
sands city of Fort McMurray that could impact visibility 
on highways in some areas. No evacuation order has 
been given so far for the major Canadian oil city. 
In 2016, more than 80,000 people evacuated from Fort 
McMurray, in the heart of Canada's oil sands, as a fire 
torched 1,600 homes and other buildings. 
The high winds pushed smoke across Alberta on Satur- 
day, putting the city of Edmonton under an air quality 
advisory with hazard levels rated at 10-plus — or "very 
high risk" — forecast. 
Meteorologists are not anticipating rain and have ad- 
vised people to stay indoors. 
Online footage shared by locals from the Fort Nelson 
wildfire showed thick plumes of smoke rising high into the 
sky, with houses in the foreground. In some photos, haze 
seemed to cover wide areas. 
The Northern Rockies Regional Municipality and Fort Nel- 
son First Nation issued a joint statement warning people 
choosing to stay that "emergency medical services are 
not available, nor are groceries or other amenities." 
The municipality mayor, Rob Fraser, said most of the resi- 
dents in and around Fort Nelson have been evacuated, 
adding that police were going door to door to ensure 
everyone got out. 
Health authorities said Fort Nelson General Hospital has 
been safely evacuated and closed until further notice.q 


A police officer spot checks a man for weapons, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Saturday, May 11, 2024. 
Associated Press 
Haitians demand the resignation and 
arrest of the country's police chief after 
a new gang attack 


By DÁNICA COTO 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— A growing number of civil- 
ians and police officers are 
demanding the dismissal and 
arrest of Haiti's police chief 
as heavily armed gangs 
launched a new attack in 
the capital of Port-au-Prince, 
seizing control of yet another 
police station early Saturday. 
Armed men raided the coast- 
al community of Gressier in the 
western tip of Port-au-Prince 
late Friday, injuring people, 
burning cars and attacking 
homes and other infrastruc- 
ture as scores of people fled 
into the nearby mountains 
following a barrage of gunfire 
overnight. It was not immedi- 
ately known if anyone died. 
Videos posted on social me- 
dia showed people fleeing 
into the early dawn balancing 
bags and suitcases on their 
heads as men clad in sandals 
and carrying heavy weapons 
celebrated with gunfire. 
"The town is ours," said one 
man who filmed himself with 
others who were armed, not- 
ing they were in Gressier. "We 
have no limits." 
The attack comes roughly a 
week after gang attacks in 
central Port-au-Prince forced 
more than 3,700 people to 
flee their homes. 
"The situation is critical and 
catastrophic," Garry Jean- 
Baptiste, a spokesman for 
the SPNH-17 police union, 
told The Associated Press. 
He called Frantz Elbé, direc- 
tor of Haiti's National Police, 


incapable and incompetent: 
"Monsieur Elbé has failed." 
Jean-Baptiste said the union 
wants a newly installed tran- 
sitional presidential council 
to demand Elbé's resignation 
and order justice officials to 
launch an investigation into 
the crisis. 
"Police continue to lose their 
premises and equipment and 
officers," he said, adding 
that at least 30 police sta- 
tions and substations have 
been attacked and burned 
in recent months. 
He also accused Elbé and 
other high-ranking officials of 
being complicit with gangs. 
Elbé did not immediately re- 
turn a message for comment. 
Jean-Baptiste said the officer 
who was stationed in Gressier 
"resisted for a while" but was 
unable to stave off the gang 
attack given a lack of staff 
and resources. 
"The police could not prevent 
the worst," he said. 
Jean-Baptiste said the attack 
was planned by gunmen who 
came from the neighboring 
communities of Village de 
Dieu, Martissant and Mariani. 
Gressier is in an area con- 
trolled by Renel Destina. Best 
known as "Ti Lapli," he is a 
leader of the Grand Ravine 
gang and considered a key 
ally of Izo, another powerful 
gang leader, according to 
the U.N. 
The Grand Ravine gang has 
some 300 members and is ac- 
cused of killings, kidnappings, 
rapes and other crimes. 
Those fleeing Gressier now join 


more than 360,000 other Hai- 
tians who have been forced 
to abandon their homes as 
gangs raze communities in 
rival territories to control more 
land. Tens of thousands of 
Haitians have squeezed into 
squalid, makeshift shelters, in- 
cluding schools and govern- 
ment buildings abandoned 
due to gang violence. 
The violence surged start- 
ing Feb. 29, when gangs 
launched coordinated at- 
tacks. Gunmen have burned 
police stations, opened fire 
on the main international air- 
port that remains closed since 
March 4 and raided Haiti's 
two biggest prisons, freeing 
more than 4,000 inmates. 
Veteran politician André 
Michel wrote on the social 
media platform X that the 
most recent attack target- 
ing Gressier shows "Haiti will 
not be able to get out from 
under the gangs without an 
international force. … We will 
not be able to secure the 
country ourselves." 
A U.N.-backed deployment 
of Kenyan police officers to 
Haiti has been repeatedly de- 
layed, although some believe 
the first officers might arrive 
in late May. 
Scores of U.S. military planes 
have been landing at the 
shuttered airport in Port- 
au-Prince in recent weeks, 
carrying civilian contractors, 
life-saving supplies, building 
materials and heavy equip- 
ment ahead of the anticipat- 
ed arrival of a multinational 
mission.q 
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Today is going to be a good day 


(Oranjestad)—Here’s why: Aruba 
Today collected some things to do 
BEYOND the beach. Yes, we know. 
Aruba, located 15 miles north of 
Venezuela in the warm waters of 
the southern Caribbean, is home 
to beautiful white-sand beaches, 
82-degree days, and thus ideal 
for the perfect beach day. But we 
are also blessed with some of the 
warmest people in the world and 
our island is 19.6 miles long and 6 
miles across, with a total area of 70 
square miles. Bit more to discover 
than the white stretch on the coast- 
line we say. Let’s mention some of 
these hidden gems. 


Nature Calls 
The Arikok National park is worth 
the ride. We love the hikes that 
are guided by the park’s rangers 
whose job is to maintain trails and 
protect natural resources. The flora 
and fauna are beautiful and the 
historical sites tell you about the 
island’s indigenous roots. The guid- 
ed tours are even free of charge. If 
you are not up to walking, you can 
drive through the park, one way or 
another this park is a great place 
to spend an entire day. Cruising 
through the landscape you end 
up at some of the most stunning 
beaches like Dos Playa or Daimara 
Beach. In Total the park consists of 
7907 acres protected nature with a 
richness of animals living in it. The 
Aruban whiptail lizard (cododo), 
Aruban cat eye snake (santanero) 
and endangered rattle snake (cas- 
cabel) are just some of them, you 
can also admire these close in the 
park’s Visitors’ Center. For more in- 


formation, visit the website www. 
arubanationalpark.org 


Philip’s Animal Garden 
To stay with the animals, let’s hop 
to an amazing place. Something 
different to do, an experience that 
is to be enjoyed by people of all 
ages. Welcome to Philip’s Animal 
Garden. We are not talking about 
a zoo here, this is actually a sanctu- 
ary for all types of creatures, from 
horses to peacocks, kangaroos to 
turtles, monkeys, goats, and many, 
many more different species. The 
place was founded in 2009 and it 
is the only organization rescuing 
and rehabilitating exotic animals 
in Aruba, which has resulted in an 
amazing collection of these ani- 
mals. They provide a suitable living 
environment for all the rescued 
animals. Up until now the owner, 
Philip, has built this shelter with his 
own efforts; building all the cages 
from scratch, designing all struc- 
tures and welding them with his 
own bare hands. His goal is to up- 
grade the facilities to a world-class 
animal shelter with veterinary care 
and round-the-clock staffs. With 
the input from the Aruban commu- 
nity and visitors they provide the 
best care for these animals. Please 
check out their website for more 
information: 
www.philipsanimal- 
garden.com. 


The Lighthouse 
No, you would not think of this as 
a hidden gem. The California Light- 
house is actually one of the most 
known highlights in Aruba and 
many repeated guests most prob- 


ably took the ride uphill already. 
But, there is a significant change to 
this tower. Since September 2016 
you can climb the top. In 2015 
Stichting Monumentenfonds start- 
ed the restoration of the California 
Lighthouse. The project finished 
in September 2016 and the Light- 
house is now open for visitors to 
enjoy the beautiful view from the 
top. The construction of the Califor- 
nia Lighthouse started in 1915. The 
name ‘California’ came from a 
vessel of the West India Company 
and Pacific Steamship Co. called 
‘California’ that shipwrecked in the 
area in 1891. Therefore they came 
up with the idea of building a light- 
house that could indicate the is- 
land’s eastern tip to ships with its 
light. 
www.arubalighthouse.com 
will give you more information. 


Kayak in the Mangroves 
Mangel Halto at Savaneta is defi- 
nitely a place not to miss out on. 
The beautiful beach with the natu- 
ral mangroves is simply a beauty, 
but if you are into a more active 
way to enjoy the nature: take a 
kayak. While you are doing some 
workout -as it might get a little 
windy and rough-, you will see the 
island from a different perspective. 
You can even make a stop to do 
some snorkeling at the reef. Its fun, 
it’s healthy and for sure something 
else. There are several compa- 
nies that offer kayak tours, we had 
good experience with The Shack 
Kayak Tours Aruba, find them on 
Facebook. 


Take an “off-road” sightseeing tour 
A must-do activity on the island is 
for sure taking an off-road sightsee- 


ing tour. If you have a rented car, 
you can drive through the north- 
eastern side of Aruba and explore 
the natural pools, caves, rock for- 
mations and gorgeous view of the 
Atlantic Ocean. To access most of 
these sights, like the natural pool 
(Conchi) and the Guadirikiri and 
Fontein caves, you must enter 
through the Arikok National Park 
and buy a day pass. Then you drive 
up the rugged road that leads you 
through the white dunes, caves 
and along the wind turbines. Other 
locations, like the Ayo and Casibari 
Rock formation are situated more 
in the center of the island, and are 
free for guests, 24 hours a day. 
Go for a shopping spree in the city 
center 


Need a new bathing suit? Head 
to the city center of Oranjestad, 
where there is countless of differ- 
ent stores—both high end and 
more affordable—that can offer 
you the service you deserve! Lo- 
cal shopping stores often offer a 
more affordable price, and have 
a variety of clothes, shoes, bath- 
ing suites, purses and more. Along 
the Royal Plaza strip, there are nu- 
merous jewelry stores with great 
quality jewelry. In the Renaissance 
mall, you can shop high-end luxu- 
ry brands, like Dolce & Gabbana, 
Kate Spade, Louis Vuitton and 
more. 


Around the high-rise hotel area 
near Palm Beach, the Paseo Her- 
encia Mall contain a variety of 
shopping stores, restaurants, small 
food stands and even a movie the- 
ater! q 
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The legend of the Kibrahacha tree 


(Oranjestad)—The Kibrahacha is 
a famous tree known locally for its 
bright, yellow flowers that blooms 
for just three days. Scientifically 
known as Tabebuia billbergii, and 
in English as the Yellow Poui, this 
tree is native to the Caribbean is- 
lands of Aruba, Bonaire and Cura- 
cao, and is considered among lo- 
cals as one of the most spectacu- 
lar trees on the island. But did you 
also know that the beautiful yellow 
flowers have a story behind them? 


The Kibrahacha is said to have ex- 
tremely hard wood—so hard that 
it can break an axe. In fact, that’s 
what its name means in Papiamen- 
to: “kibra” (break) “hacha” (axe). 
The flowers bloom around April 
and May, but this only last for about 
three days, as the flowers start to 
fall off and the tree starts growing 
its green leaves. The Kibrahacha is 
especially particular, as it’s the only 
one among its neighboring trees to 
starts blooming first. 


The legend of the Kibrahacha 
Written by Hubert (Lio Booi) 
One day Aterima, who lived west 


of the hill Sero Warawara, woke up 
one day to find her father sleeping 
in his hammock, suffering a bout of 
terrible fever. Her mother was very 
worried, and as was the custom in 
the olden days, asked Aterima to 
go fetch Kudawecha, who was a 
epistemophile, to come see his fa- 
ther. 


Aterima wasted to time and went 
to go fetch Kudawecha. Upon 


telling Kudawecha that her father 
was sick, he immediately accom- 
panied Aretima back to her hut, 
where he encountered her father 
in a bad state. Not willing to waste 
any time, he told Aretima that the 
only thing that can cure her father is 
a home-made potion made out of 
the Kibrahacha flower. At the time 
the Kibrahacha was not yet in her 
blooming season, but the stubborn 
Kudawecha was determined to 
bring back Aretima’s father back 
to health, and so off they went to 
the nearest Kibrahacha tree. 


When they arrived at the tree, 
they saw that it was covered head 
to toe in thorns, with only a few 
closed flowers at the very top. Ku- 
dawecha, experienced veteran in 
all things Aruban flora and fauna, 
told Aretima to start plucking the 
thorns of the tree to climb to the 
top where the flowers are. Aretima, 
just as determined to save her fa- 
ther, didn’t hesitate to start. 


To her surprise, every time she 
plucked a thorn of the tree, a 
bright, yellow flower bloomed in 


its place. The thorns were hard 
to pluck out, but Aretima contin- 
ued plucking with enthusiasm and 
wonder at the unfolding sight be- 
fore her. Not too long after she was 
able to fill her entire satchel with 
the yellow flowers. Kudawecha, 
satisfied to see Aretima so happy 
and encouraged to help her fa- 
ther, took her back to her hut. 


Upon arriving back at the hut, 
Aretima’s mother quickly made a 
tea out of the flowers and gave it 
to her sick husband. Miraculously, 
after just one sip of the tea, the 
father’s fever left his body imme- 
diately, and he opened eyes and 
sprung up feeling new. 


The next morning, they all visited 
the same Kibrahacha tree that 
saved the life of Aretima’s father 
and they saw another miracle. 
The tree was covered again in the 
same bright, yellow flowers, with 
not a thorn in sight. And as the leg- 
end goes, from that day on, the 
Kibrahacha tree no longer pro- 
duced any more thorns.q 


Why You Should Not Miss Aruba’s Free City Center Street Car Tour 


ORANJESTAD - Aruba’s City Center 
Street Car - or as we call it in Dutch; 
“Tram van Oranjestad’ - is a single 
track tram line in Oranjestad, the 
capital city of Aruba. It was inaugu- 
rated on 22 December 2012, being 
the first and so far the only passen- 
ger rail service on Aruba and the 
rest of the Dutch Caribbean. There 
are two trolleys, a single-deck one 
with 42 seats and a double-decker 
with 64 seats. The line was inspired 
by the popular battery-powered 
streetcar operation at the Grove in 
Los Angeles, USA. Aruba’s street- 
cars are powered by hydrogen fuel 
cells, which are charged by the is- 
land’s year-round trade winds. 


Caya Betico Croes, mostly re- 
ferred to as our “main street” has 
been developed into a pollution- 
free pedestrian mall. The double- 
decker offers you a 360 degree 


view of the down town area with 
a picture perfect scenery of the is- 
land’s clear blue skies. Who would 
not enjoy a ride on this beautiful 
and naturally air-conditioned ve- 
hicle? The tour consists of a total of 
9 stops approximately 200 meters 
apart from each other; all stops are 
clearly marked. The tram will bring 
you close to different museums, 
historical plazas, monuments, the 
Protestant church, Aruba’s high- 
end mall, retail shops, and a vari- 
ety of local and international cui- 
sine restaurants. The “I love Aruba” 
trademark also belongs to that list. 
The third stop on the route is close 
to a 5-minute walk to the famous 
Renaissance Marina showcasing 
luxurious yachts and Aruba’s blue 
waters. 


The “Tram van Oranjestad” starts 
from a balloon loop near the Port 


of Call and serves the downtown 
area and ends at Plaza Nicky. The 
first ride starts at 10:00 am sharp 
with intervals of 25minutes. The last 


trolley departs from the cruise port 
at 5:00pm. Don’t miss this tour of 
the beautiful Aruba’s City Center– 
it is free for all!q 
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Birds of Aruba 


ORANJESTAD — On May 11th, 2010, the Aruba 
Birdlife Conservation was founded with the aim 
of protecting the biodiversity in general and 
birds in and around Aruba in particular. 


Among other things, the foundation will focus 
on increasing the survival chances of species 
of wild birds by promoting their preservation 
and conservation. The foundation publishes the 
most beautiful pictures of local birds on their so- 
cial media that show us the beauty of Aruba’s 
birds and nature in general. Aruba Today gives 
you a little peek with the following pictures and 
descriptions from the foundations Facebook 
page. 


The Great Egret 
Serenity in Aruba’s National Park, a Great Egret 
flying in peace. When it is peaceful and quite, 
beautiful things start happening in nature. 


Canadian in the house 
The breeding season is over and it’s getting 
pretty cold in North America. Shore birds have 
started moving southwards as early as July. This 
wetland beauty wants to keep its toes warm. 
Our Canadian friends know exactly where they 
can do so best. A Greater Yellowlegs rediscov- 


ering Aruba’s Bubali Wetlands. 


Cabochon 
In its living form of so much more value than 
any gemstone. Aruba’s smallest and most mas- 
ter of flight. A top pollinator. A hovering Blenchi 
inspecting the human who just entered his ter- 
ritory. 
English: Blue-tailed Emerald (male) Dutch: Blau- 
wstaartsmaragdkolibrie (mannetje). 
Aruba’s to enjoy. Aruba’s to protect.q 


Aruba’s most family-friendly beaches 


(Oranjestad)—One of the biggest concerns that 
parents have when travelling with their children 
is a guarantee of their safety and healthy enjoy- 
ment. Therefore, we thought it would be a great 
help to travelling parents to list off some the 
most family-friendly beaches around the island. 


qBaby Beach is one Aruba’s most popular and 
visited beaches, and for good reason: This san- 
dy and quiet lagoon is a great place for par- 
ents to sit back and relax while their children 
play in the shallow shores of the beach. Beside 
the relaxing atmosphere, there are also several 
services that may accommodate your stay, 
like a parking lot, sun tent rentals, chairs, bath- 
rooms and a snack bar right at the far left of the 
beach. 


Mangel Halto in Pos Chiquito 
Mangel Halto is situated in the back streets of 
the Pos Chiquito city. Though there are several 
stairs on the sides of the beach cliff leading you 
down, the best spot for families to hang out is 
across the bridge, passed the mangrove trees 
near the entrance sign. Here, there are small 
and big palapas, perfect for big and small fam- 
ilies to set up their belongings. In this area, the 


shore is also shallow, falling right around your 
knee before slowly getting deeper: perfect for 
kids to safely play. 


Eagle Beach/Palm Beach in the hotel area 
Yet another highly popular beach site, Eagle 
Beach and Palm Beach is where most of our 
visitors go to tan, swim or play in the white sand. 
Because they are near the low-rise and high- 
rise hotel areas, these beaches are the most 
accessible for visitors on foot. These beaches 
also offer many palapas free to use, but you 
can also rent chairs and tents. Much like Baby 
Beach, these sites are one of the best beaches 
for your children to play and build sand castles. 


Boca Catalina in Malmok 
Boca Catalina is a small bay beach near the 
Malmok beach area further down the hotel ar- 
eas. Though it may not be a very sandy beach, 
it is relatively quiet and tranquil. This is a great 
place for family to lay down a big blanket and 
have a little picnic. This is also one of the best 
places to snorkel, as this area is filled with little 
fish and corals, even close to the shore. 


Palm Island 
Ok, this one is technically not a beach, but a 
must-visit attraction for family fun. This small wa- 
ter park oasis is located further down the Man- 
gel Halto Beach and is reachable by boat. This 
water park offers 6 hours of fun activities, food, 
drinks, and a chance to see pink flamingoes up 
close! q 
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Raising awareness 
Episode CXXV 125 


NOORD — Aruba’s Indigenous Cultural Heritage 
is meticulously researched, documented, pre- 
sented and preserved by Etnia Nativa. 


Our collection consists in objects displayed in a 
permanent exhibition. These objects, along with 
any relevant information pertaining to them, 
coven an era way beyond 9000 years ago and 
that lasted till today. Seashells, stone-and ce- 
ramic objects help tell the history of the Pre-Ce- 
ramic ancestors evidently (2,500 B.C.-900/1000 
A.C.), the Caquietian Chiefdom (900/1000-1515 
A.C.) and the indigenous peoples who lived 
during what is now known as the Historic Period 
(1515-1880 A.C.). 


Our practice doesn’t differ to that of archae- 
ologists and historians, “to leave things in their 
place to the guard of any alteration”, thus 
keeping archaeological details in their origi- 
nal place because in the near future and with 


the technological advance they could carry 
out more sophisticated studies and thus ob- 
tain more accurate data on how our ancestors 
lived. Based on the concept “to leave things in 
their place…” Etnia Nativa pride itself on pro- 
viding a welcome that emanates from Aruba’s 
ethnic roots and the now extinct agro-pottery 
culture. We also advocates for nature preserva- 
tion, creativity and self-consciousness 


We teach that typically a large stones with a 
smooth depression or bowl worn into the up- 
per surface was enough to create life around. 
The bowl is formed whether by weather or by 
the continual and long-term grinding of materi- 
als by using a smooth hand-held manga, stone 
(aka: mano) for a proficient method of turning 
grains into flour. The laborious action consists of 
a horizontal grinding motion that differs from the 
vertical crushing motion used in a mortar and 
pestle. Deeper metate bowls indicate either a 
longer period of use or greater degree of ac- 
tivity. In traditional Amerindian culture, Qudi`s 
were typically used by women who would grind 
maize and other organic materials during food 
preparation. Making a sort of tortillas, cachapa 
or pan batí bread. Beyond grinding cereals, 
seeds and legumes, qudi`s where used to elab- 
orate healing potions, grinding clay, milling fish 
bones, extract natural dye of vegetation and 
minerals and in the elaboration of ropes, an 
unimaginable ways of usage and applications. 
Sad is the unfathomable loss Island cultural heri- 
tage has suffers through illegal export to foreign 
collector’s during the late 70`s. 


Qudi must be an old native name for our island`s 
native grinding stones, since in Papiamento it 
is called “Piedra di mula” (Pie` di mula) grind- 
ing stone. However the word qudi also means 
a depression or hole in a hard rock surface or 
bolder that can hold rain water for a longer 
time, which is till the next rain fall. qudi as water- 
holes, small sink holes in the flat lime stone floor 
where coral meets the rocky island and where 
little springs sometimes occurs. Now the qudi 
as a native Aruban milling stone is a symbol of 
sedentary survival that goes back thousands of 
years. One of Aruba`s native heritage symbols. 
Ancestral milling stone or qudi accompanied 
by its prefect shaped pestle or manga. 
To get to know more over Aruba’s its origins, 
flora, fauna and cultural heritage, we highly 
recommend this private cultural encounter ses- 
sion has been educating participants for de- 
cades. Mail us at etnianativa03@gmail.com or 
Whatsapp + 297 592 2702 for an amazing island 
hour.q 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back and we would 
like to portrait you! By inviting you to send us 
your favorite vacation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is ……. 
Send your picture with that text (including your 
name and where you are from) to: news@aru- 
batoday.com and we will publish your vaca- 
tion memory. Isn’t that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any other materials, 
you give permission to The Aruba Today News- 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use said materials, 
as well as names, likeness, etc. for promotional 
purposes without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our website, Insta- 
gram and Facebook page! Thank you for sup- 
porting our free newspaper, we strive to make 
you a happy reader every day again. 


For today we received a lovely message from 
our awesome visitors Ed Spence and his family 
from New York, USA. 


They wrote to us saying: “Aruba means to us 
coming home. In a land of gorgeous sunsets, 
the bluest blues in the world and the friendliest 
people in the entire Caribbean we are never 
disappointed by our trips to Aruba. Aruba has 
the perfect weather, the warmest people and 
the safest family vacation spot. Aruba recharg- 
es our soul allowing us to get through another 
year in the cold northeast US. We have come 
to Aruba for nearly 20 years and we never get 
bored. There is always something new to do 
and experience. It’s better in Aruba!” 


Thank you for sending us this wonderful mes- 
sage sharing what Aruba means to you with us 
and our readers! q 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of the island, 
standing alone on a windswept 
and barren land stands a popular 
Aruba landmark – a large anchor. 
It overlooks the sea just beyond, 
watching over the shipping lanes. 
It stands there in memory and in 
honor of all seamen who have lost 
their life at sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” land- 
mark when you visit Aruba. It is 
among the most photographed 
historical landmarks for the island. 
You want to make sure you add 
this stop on your itinerary when 
your visiting the south coast of Aru- 
ba. The bright red anchor against 
the backdrop of the deep blue 
Caribbean sea and the azure blue 
skies, make a great backdrop for 
your vacation pictures. 


The anchor is located at the en- 
trance to Gate 6 to the former 
Lago Colony. It is on the outskirts of 
Seroe Colorado, on the south east 
point of the island at the “T” junc- 
tion to Baby Beach. 
Depending on where you are stay- 
ing on the island, follow the signs 
that indicate the way to Baby 
Beach. Once you reach the T-junc- 
tion, it will be right in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the anchor, 
it’s huge! The anchor that weighs 
21,772 kilos, is approximately 10 
feet 6 inches wide and 15 feet, 6 
inches tall. 
On the anchor there are some 
numbers. The 4112 and 4115, 
which are believed to be the serial 
numbers that refer to the “fluke” or 
horizontal and vertical parts of the 
anchor, respectively. The number 
21772K refers to the weight of the 
anchor in kilos. 
This type of anchor was manufac- 
tured by Hoesch Dortmund Horde, 
at a foundry located in Germany. 


Where did the Anchor Come From? 
There are a number of stories as 
to the origins of the anchor, which 
one do you think it was? (Unfortu- 
nately the mystery has never been 
solved, so your imagination can 
pick which one you think it might 
be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Manuel M. Cu- 
riel, an ex-Lago Tug Captain, a fully 
laden VLCC (Very Large Crude 
Carrier) was seeking a mooring 
at the 15-mile anchorage, known 
as Bara, on the southern part of 


the island. This is the usual shallow 
mooring location for ships await- 
ing orders, etc. The weather was 
rough with strong current. The nor- 
mal procedure is that they would 
walk out three shackles (about 90 
feet) until the anchor touches the 
bottom while the chain must rest 
on the bottom. Subsequently, they 
will walk out some extra shackles 
and when the ship starts to swing 
or lean on one side, the anchor is 
properly set. Because of the rough 
weather, unfortunately they did 
not get the time to walk out the 
extra tackles and because of the 
tension exerted on the winch, it 
broke, and they lost the anchor 
and its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that at one 
time a small tanker with a Korean 
crew, while lifting their anchor also 
lifted another anchor near the in- 
ner harbor. When the ship asked 
for assistance, he went with his tug- 
boat along with a barge, to help. 
But eventually they had to cut the 
chain and let the anchor go to the 
bottom because they could not 
untangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor Become a 
Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 and 1985, 
three gentlemen (Mr. Wim Marti- 
nus – the Harbormaster of Aruba; 


Mr. August Genser – the ex-Division 
Superintendent of Lago’s Labora- 
tory; and Mr. Willie Davis – Owner 
of Filtec at Zeewijk in San Nicolas), 
were having a conversation with 
Mr. Charlie Brouns Jr. at his famous 
Charlie’s Bar and Restaurant in 
San Nicolas. Charlie, who was a 
visionary and had dreams for de- 
veloping the San Nicolas area, told 
these gentlemen that he would like 
to come up with something inno- 
vative for the San Nicolas area to 
draw tourism to the area. 


The “anchor”, which at that time 
was being stored at the Oranjes- 
tad harbor, was suggested as an 
option. Charlie liked the idea! He 
then contacted the President of 
Lago for permission to acquire the 
anchor. He was granted permis- 
sion and the anchor was then re- 
located to its present location and 
dedicated “To All Seamen” on the 
occasion of the closing of the Lago 
Oil Refinery on March 31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the Anchor was 
slowly weathering from the wind 
and salt. As time passed, sadly the 
origin and purpose of the anchor 
slowly faded away from people’s 
memories. 


After Charles Brouns Jr died on Sep- 
tember 15, 2004, his friend Mr. Sam 


Speziale, 
requested 
assistance 
from the management of Valero 
Aruba Refinery to help maintain the 
monument. The Valero Aruba Re- 
finery, graciously sandblasted and 
painted the anchor and poured a 
concrete pad around it. On April 
17, 2005, the anchor monument 
was rededicated “To All Seamen” 
in a formal ceremony in memory of 
Charles Brouns Jr. 


Today, the anchor stands both as 
memorial to all seaman who have 
lost their lives at sea, but also as a 
silent reminder that Seroe Colora- 
do is part of San Nicolas and that 
San Nicolas is still a vibrant and im- 
portant part of the island of Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your visit to 
the south end of the island, you will 
want to include in your itinerary the 
many things to see and do there. 
The anchor will be just one of these 
stops, (keep an eye out for our fu- 
ture editions, we publish our rec- 
ommendations!). 


With that being said, I have to say, 
if you enjoy catching a sunrise, the 
anchor is one of the best places on 
the island to catch the sunrise. But 
in reality, anytime is a good time to 
visit, depending on your personal 
schedule.q 


The Red Anchor situated at the entrance of former Lago Colony in San Nicolas 
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Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: May 01 - May 28 2024 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Trupiaal : Tel.583 8560 
San Nicolas: 
Centro Medico:Tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


HEALTH 
Federal agency says a second, if weaker, solar 
storm surge is likely Sunday 


By T. KRISHER, J. FUNK and 
M. DUNN 
Associated Press 
A U.S. government agency 
said a weaker repeat of 
Saturday's powerful solar 
storm was likely on Sunday. 
The U.S. National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin- 
istration said that "coronal 
mass ejections" — clouds 
of ejected solar plasma 
that can cause power 
grid irregularities and issues 
with high-frequency com- 
munications and global 
positioning systems — will 
slam into the Earth's mag- 
netic field and outer atmo- 
sphere until at least Sunday 
night. 
On Saturday, the power- 
ful solar storm put on an 
amazing 
skyward 
light 
show across the globe 
overnight but caused only 
minor disruptions to the 
electric power grid, com- 
munications and satellite 
positioning systems. 
The 
Federal 
Emergency 
Management Agency said 
that no FEMA region re- 
ported any significant im- 
pact from the storms. The 
U.S. Department of Energy 
said Saturday it was not 
aware of any impact from 
the storms on electric cus- 
tomers. 
SpaceX's Starlink satellite 
internet service said on its 
website Saturday that ser- 
vice had been degraded 
and its team was inves- 
tigating. CEO Elon Musk 
wrote on the social plat- 
form X overnight that its 
satellites were "under a lot 
of pressure, but holding up 
so far." 
Brilliant purple, green, yel- 
low and pink hues of the 
Northern Lights were re- 
ported 
worldwide, 
with 
sightings in Germany, Swit- 
zerland, China, England, 
Spain and elsewhere. 
In the U.S., Friday's solar 
storm pushed the lights 
much farther south than 
normal. The Miami office of 
the National Weather Ser- 
vice confirmed sightings 
in the areas of Fort Lau- 
derdale and Fort Myers, 
Florida. Meteorologist Nick 
Carr said another forecast- 
er who lives near Fort Lau- 
derdale 
photographed 


the lights and was familiar 
with them because he pre- 
viously lived in Alaska. 
People in Kansas, Nebras- 
ka, Iowa, Michigan, Minne- 
sota and other Midwestern 
states were able to cap- 
ture photos of bright colors 
along the horizon. 
Sunday night may provide 
another chance for many 
to see the spectacle. 
NOAA issued a rare severe 
geomagnetic storm warn- 
ing when a solar outburst 
reached Earth on Friday af- 
ternoon, hours sooner than 
anticipated. 
The agency alerted opera- 
tors of power plants and 
orbiting spacecraft, as well 
as FEMA, to take precau- 
tions. 
"For most people here on 
planet Earth, they won't 
have to do anything," said 
Rob Steenburgh, a scientist 
with NOAA's Space Weath- 


er Prediction Center. 
"That's really the gift from 
space weather: the au- 
rora," Steenburgh said. He 
and his colleagues said the 
best views may come from 
phone cameras, which are 
better at capturing light 
than the naked eye. 
Snap a picture of the sky, 
and "there might be actu- 
ally a nice little treat there 
for you," said Mike Bettwy, 
operations chief for the 
prediction center. 
The most intense solar storm 
in recorded history, in 1859, 
prompted auroras in cen- 
tral America and possibly 
even Hawaii. 
This storm posed a risk for 
high-voltage 
transmission 
lines for power grids, not 
the electrical lines ordinar- 
ily found in people's homes, 
NOAA space weather fore- 
caster Shawn Dahl told re- 
porters. Satellites also could 


be affected, which in turn 
could disrupt navigation 
and communication ser- 
vices here on Earth. 
An extreme geomagnetic 
storm in 2003, for example, 
took out power in Swe- 
den and damaged power 
transformers in South Af- 
rica. 
Even when the storm is 
over, signals between GPS 
satellites and ground re- 
ceivers could be scram- 
bled or lost, according to 
NOAA. But there are so 
many navigation satellites 
that any outages should 
not last long, Steenburgh 
noted. 
The sun has produced 
strong solar flares since 
Wednesday, resulting in 
at least seven outbursts 
of plasma. Each eruption, 
known as a coronal mass 
ejection, can contain bil- 
lions of tons of plasma and 
magnetic field from the 
sun's outer atmosphere, or 
corona.q 


A person takes a photo of Aurora Borealis or the Northern Lights 
in Vancouver, B.C., Saturday, May. 11, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Hawks win NBA lottery in year where there's no clear choice for No. 1 pick 


By ANDREW SELIGMAN 
AP Sports Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — The At- 
lanta Hawks came in fac- 
ing slim odds. They walked 
away with their biggest vic- 
tory in years. 
The Hawks won the NBA 
draft lottery on Sunday, 
landing the No. 1 pick and 
a 
potential 
cornerstone 
player in a year where 
there's no clear-cut choice. 
"At least I can go home 
and tell my wife on Mother's 
Day, 'Hey, at least we won 
the lottery,'" general man- 
ager Landry Fields said. 
"That's her present. Yeah, 
there we go." 
The Hawks hit the jackpot 
despite just 3% odds after 
finishing 10th in the East- 
ern Conference at 36-46. 
They dropped their final six 
regular-season games and 
lost to the Chicago Bulls in 
the first round of the play-in 
tournament. 
"It was a shock," said Fields, 
who grinned ear to ear 
when deputy commission- 
er Mark Tatum announced 
the Hawks as the winners. 
"When I first saw that it 
wasn't us between 10 and 
12, that launched us into 
the top four. I was like, all 
right, we've got a real shot 
at this thing. A bit of surprise, 
but a lot of excitement." 
The Hawks haven't won a 
postseason series since a 
surprising run to the Eastern 
Conference finals in 2021. 
They got knocked out in 
the first round in 2022 and 


2023. 
Atlanta has some big deci- 
sions to make this offseason, 
including whether to break 
up its backcourt of Trae 
Young and Dejounte Mur- 
ray. Fields can build with 
the No. 1 pick — assuming 
he keeps it — though it's not 
clear who will be taken first 
after Victor Wembanyama 
was the obvious choice for 
San Antonio last year. 
"Our group has been fan- 
tastic," Fields said. "There's 
a whole lot of trust. They've 
put in the work. We'll kind of 
lean into our process and 
take it from there." 
Washington, Houston, San 


Antonio and Detroit round- 
ed out the top five. The 
draft is June 26-27 in Brook- 
lyn. 
Houston coach Ime Udoka 
was thrilled to get the third 
pick after the Rockets went 
41-41 and missed the play- 
offs for the fourth straight 
year. 
"Pleasant 
surprise 
when 
you move up the way that 
we did," he said. "I feel like 
there's a lot of qualified 
candidates out there." 
Washington 
and 
Detroit 
had the best chances to 
land the top pick at 14%. 
Only four teams have won 
the lottery with slimmer 


odds than Atlanta, with 
the biggest longshot being 
Orlando at 1.52% in 1993. 
The 
Magic 
orchestrated 
a blockbuster draft night 
trade with Golden State, 
sending the rights to Chris 
Webber to the Warriors for 
the rights to Penny Hard- 
away along with three fu- 
ture first-round picks. 
San Antonio landed a gen- 
erational player last year 
in 
Wembanyama. 
The 
franchise that previously 
took David Robinson and 
Tim Duncan with the No. 
1 overall pick got its next 
great big man, and all the 
Frenchman did was turn in 


one of the best rookie sea- 
sons in NBA history. 
Fields disputed the idea 
that this year's class is a 
weak one, saying there are 
future All-Stars. 
"Every draft class has great 
players in it," he said. 
The No. 1 pick could once 
again come from France, 
whether it's center Alex Sarr 
or sharp-shooting forward 
Zaccharie 
Risacher, 
but 
that's far from a certainty. 
UConn guard Stephon Cas- 
tle and Kentucky's Reed 
Sheppard and Rob Dilling- 
ham are both expected to 
be off the board within the 
first few selections. 
The 
7-foot-1, 
224-pound 
Sarr has the size and mobil- 
ity that teams crave and 
can defend the perim- 
eter when he's not block- 
ing shots down low. The 
19-year-old from Toulouse is 
known for his explosiveness 
around the rim, though he 
could use some more mus- 
cle. It would help, too, if he 
developed into a more reli- 
able 3-point shooter. 
Sarr, whose brother Olivier 
plays for the Oklahoma 
City, spent this past season 
in Australia's National Bas- 
ketball League. 
Risacher, who was born 
in Spain and grew up in 
France, is known as a dy- 
namic, albeit streaky shoot- 
er for JL Bourg, whether he's 
popping off screens or pull- 
ing up for 3-pointers. He of- 
ten guards the other team's 
best player.q 


Atlanta Hawks general manager Landry Fields, right, and NBA Deputy Commissioner Mark Tatum 
pose for photos after Tatum announced that the Hawks had won the first pick in the NBA draft, 
during the draft lottery in Chicago, Sunday, May 12, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Kooij sprints to win 9th stage of Giro d’Italia on 
grand tour debut. Pogacar keeps overall lead 


NAPLES, Italy (AP) — Dutch 
cyclist Olav Kooij won a 
bunch sprint for a stage 
victory on his grand tour 


debut while Tadej Pogacar 
maintained his consider- 
able lead after the ninth 
stage of the Giro d'Italia on 


Sunday. Kooij, who rides for 
Visma-Lease a Bike, edged 
Jonathan Milan by half a 
wheel at the end of the 
214-kilometer 
(133-mile) 
route from Avezzano to Na- 
poli – the second longest 
day of this Giro. Juan Se- 
bastian Molano was third. 
It was a 33rd professional 
win for the 22-year-old 
Kooij. 
"I was really looking forward 
to my first grand tour," Kooij 
said, adding that despite 
his previous wins "this one is 
really one I was dreaming 
of." 
Jhonatan 
Narvaez 
had 


seemed set for victory after 
making his move with 7.7 ki- 
lometers remaining and he 
had a gap of 12 seconds 
heading into the final kilo- 
meter. 
But, with Pogacar lead- 
ing a charging peloton for 
his own fast man Molano, 
Narvaez was caught just 50 
meters from the line. 
Milan launched his sprint 
but he was edged at the 
line by Kooij. 
It had been expected to 
be a day for the break- 
away but only two riders 
went clear right at the start. 
Polti–Kometa 
teammates 


Mirco Maestri and Andrea 
Pietrobon had a long and 
lonely day up front before 
they were caught with 24 
kilometers remaining. 
Pogacar remained 2 min- 
utes, 40 seconds ahead 
of Daniel Martinez overall. 
Last year's runner-up Ger- 
aint Thomas was 2:58 be- 
hind. 
"It's a comfortable gap to 
go to the rest day, I'm re- 
ally looking forward for (an) 
easy day tomorrow," Poga- 
car said. "Just relax and try 
to not think about the race 
for one day, but it is going 
to be hard."q 


Netherlands' Olva Kooij, 3rd from right, sprints ahead of Italy's 
Jonathan Milan, right, to win the 9th stage of the of the Giro 
d'Italia cycling race, from Avezzano to Naples, Italy, Sunday, 
May 12, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Rory McIlroy rallies to win record 4th Wells Fargo Championship title 


By STEVE REED 
AP Sports Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — 
Rory McIlroy has a full head 
of steam heading into the 
PGA Championship. 
McIlroy won the Wells Far- 
go Championship for a 
record fourth time Sunday 
with another dominating 
performance at Quail Hol- 
low, easily overcoming a 
two-stroke deficit to beat 
Xander Schauffele by five 
shots. 
No other player has won 
the event more than twice. 
McIlroy closed with a 6-un- 
der 65, playing the final 11 
holes in 6 under even with a 
double bogey on the 18th 
hole. He finished at 17-un- 
der 267 after four straight 
rounds in the 60s and won 
his second straight PGA 
Tour event after team- 
ing with Shane Lowry to 
take the Zurich Classic two 
weeks ago in New Orleans. 
That 
should 
give 
McIl- 
roy plenty of momentum 
heading to Kentucky for 
the 
PGA 
Championship 
at Valhalla Golf Club, the 
site of his last major win 10 
years ago. 
"I really got some confi- 
dence," McIlroy said. "My 
golf swing feels a lot more 
comfortable than it has. 
So going to a venue next 
week where I've won, it 
feels like the stars are a lin- 
ing a little bit. But I've got 
a lot of golf to play and a 
lot of great players to try 
to beat next week. Going 
into the next major of the 
year feeling really good 
about myself." 
Schauffele shot 71. 
McIlroy trailed by two after 
Schauffele made an eagle 
on the par-5 seventh, but 
the world's second-ranked 
player quickly shifted into 
another gear. 
The star from Northern Ire- 
land pulled even after 
birdies on Nos. 8 and 9 and 
then made a 33-foot eagle 
putt on the 10th for his first 
lead of the tournament af- 
ter Schauffele settled for 
birdie. 
Schauffele's bogey at 12 
gave McIlroy more breath- 
ing room. 
McIlroy 
then 
essential- 
ly sealed the win on 13 
when he made birdie and 
Schauffele missed another 
putt for bogey, resulting in 


a four-shot advantage. 
But McIlroy wasn't done. 
He made another birdie on 
14 and then punctuated 
the victory by chipping in 
from the sand for another 
eagle on No. 15 to move to 
19 under, completing a re- 
markable stretch of playing 
eight holes ion 8-under par. 
"He's 
Rory 
McIlroy, 
you 
know?" 
Schauffele 
said. 
"He hits it 350 yards in the 
air 
downwind 
and 
he 
has shorter clubs into firm 
greens than anyone else. 
When he's on, he's on. Hats 
off to him for winning. He 
played unbelievably well." 
At that point the only ques- 
tion was if McIlroy could 
match his own course re- 
cord of 61 and tournament 
record of 21 under. 
He didn't. 
But he managed a smile 


when he blew his second 
shot on No. 18 over the 
green and into the water 
and had to take a drop. 
He tapped in for a double 
bogey victory as the crowd 
chanted his name. 
"I birdied mine and then I 
just went on a run that for 
whatever reason I'm able 
to go on at this golf course," 
McIlroy said. "Quail Hollow, 
Charlotte in general has 
been really good to me 
over my career and this is 
just another great day to 
sort of add to all the rest of 
them." 
McIlroy's finish was reminis- 
cent of 2010 when he card- 
ed six straight 3s en route to 
a final round 62 to beat Phil 
Mickelson for his first career 
PGA Tour win. He also won 
the event in 2015 and 2021. 
McIlroy has long called 


Quail Hollow one of his fa- 
vorite courses because it 
allows for him to take ad- 
vantage of his length off 
the tee. But it was his put- 
ting that won him the 26th 
career PGA Tour title Sun- 


day. 
He needed just 25 putts, 
making five longer than 10 
feet. 
For Schauffele, it was a 
disappointing ending to a 
strong week.q 


Rory McIlroy, of Northern Ireland, holds the trophy after winning 
the Wells Fargo Championship golf tournament at the Quail Hol- 
low Club Sunday, May 12, 2024, in Charlotte, N.C. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


